INTRODUCTION
business mnn \villi position and influence in his country. We have reason to believe that Pattanathu Pillai took part in public and pompus demonstrations of feeding the poor and building temples. But, his profound thinking and \ unselfish devotion to God made him see and realize that numberless external demonstrations may not have any real relation to the moral and spiritual life of the inner man. The public and pompus acts of the rich and mighty may be merely deceptive designs to deceive the credulous, as the subtle and clever interpretations of the Shankara Smritis and Puranas, traditions and caste creeds by the orthodox but unregenerate priests and learned but unconverted Pandits are merely well-spread snares to entrap the uneducated and the unthinking.
The poet's conception of active devotion to God was the quiet purified, disinterested conscious attitude of the inmost mind of a devotee who honestly tries to establish himself in Him, that in all the three states of his life there may run the one unbroken continuous thought of empty- ing himself of all his riches in the sen-ice of his Maker and his fellow-being. Patlanathu Pillai lived this elevated, selfless love and active devotion in his everyday life.
This gospel of love and service, freedom and salvation is meant for all people, irrespective of caste, creed or colour. According to Pattanathu Piliai no one is absolutely good or absolutely bad. All are imperfect in the presence of the One only sinless, pure and perfect Shiva. When judged by the standards of intelligence and wisdom and goodness and righteousness, all the self-righteous saints and the sinners who are ever conscious of their many sins, the most learned and the least educated, the very rich and the very poor, the strongest and the weakest, people of all countries and cultures--are found wanting. Kings, priests, philosophers, preachers, peasants, labourers, and all others need His help and guidance. It is the duty of a devotee of true religion to make himself ever industrious in preaching the religion of love and service, freedom and emancipation to all through his active devotion to God and man.
A true religion must enhearten the bhakta to fight his battle for God and man, freely and fear-lessly, in the temple and in the market, in the king's palace and the priest's cloister. Our saint was an undaunted open-air preacher. He refused to make himself a prisoner with the idols of the priests and their unthinking casle-admirers, in the dingy corners of dark temples. He says in